	The Feasts and Sacred Times of Ancient Israel

	Event
	Commemoration

	The Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12-17; Lev. 23; Deut. 5:12-15)
	Every Seventh day was a solemn rest from all work.

	The New Moon (Num. 28:11-15; Ps. 81:3)
	The first day of each month was a day of rest, special sacrifices, and the blowing of trumpets.

	Passover (Ex 12:1-14; Lev. 23:5; Num. 9:1-14; 28:16; Deut. 16:1-7)
	On the fourteenth day of the first month (Nisan), this festival commemorated God’s deliverance of Israel from bondage in Egypt.

	The Feast of Unleavened Bread (Ex 12:15-20; 13:3-10; Lev. 23:608; Num. 28:17-25; Deut. 16:3, 4, 8)
	This feast, which marked the beginning of the barley harvest, immediately followed Passover and lasted until the twenty-first day of the month.

	The Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 23:9-14; Num. 28:26)
	This feast, which marked the beginning of the barley harvest, immediately followed Passover and lasted until the twenty-first day of the month.

	The Feast of Weeks (Harvest of Pentecost) (Ex. 23:16; 34:22; Lev. 23:15-21; Nu 28:26-31; Deut. 16:9-12) 
	This festival took place fifty days after the barley harvest, and involved new grain offerings to the Lord.

	The Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah) (Lev. 23:23-25; Num. 29:1-6) 
	The first day of the seventh month (Tishri) marked the occasion, which involved a Sabbath rest, the blowing of trumpets, and a holy convocation.

	The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) (Lev. 16; 23:26-32; Num. 29:7-11
	Observed on the tenth day of the seventh month (Tishri), this was a day of fasting (on which no work was done) for the purpose of atoning for the sins of the past year.

	The Feast of Tabernacles (Booths or Ingathering) (Ex. 23:16; 34:22; Lev. 23:33–36, 39–43; Num. 29:12–38; Deut. 16:13–15)
	This eight-day celebration lasted from the fifteenth to the twenty-second day of the seventh month (Tishri).

	The Feast of Dedication (Lights or Hanukkah) (John 10:22) 
	Celebrated in the ninth month (Chislev), this eight-day feast commemorated the cleansing and rededication of the temple after its defilement by Syria.

	The Feast of Purim (Lots) (Esth. 9:18–32)
	This feast was celebrated on the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the twelfth month (Adar).

	The Sabbath Year (Ex. 23:10, 11; Lev. 25:1–7)
	Every seventh year was designated as a “year of release” to allow the land to lie fallow.

	The Year of Jubilee (Lev. 25:8–55; 27:17–24; Ezek. 46:17)
	The fiftieth year, which followed seven Sabbath years, proclaimed liberty to those who were servants because of debt, and returned lands to their former owners.


	The Jewish Calendar



	The Jews used two kinds of calendars:

Civil Calendar—official calendar of kings, childbirth, and contracts.

Sacred Calendar—from which festivals were computed.

	Names of Months
	Corresponds with
	No. of Days
	Month of Civil Year
	Month of Sacred Year

	Tishri
	Sept.–Oct.
	30
	1st
	7th

	Heshvan
	Oct.–Nov.
	29 or 30
	2nd
	8th

	Chislev
	Nov.–Dec.
	29 or 30
	3rd
	9th

	Tebeth
	Dec.–Jan.
	29
	4th
	10th

	Shebat
	Jan.–Feb.
	30
	5th
	11th

	Adar
	Feb.–Mar.
	29 or 30
	6th
	12th

	Nisan (Abib)
	Mar.–Apr.
	30
	7th
	1st

	Iyar
	Apr.–May
	29
	8th
	2nd

	Sivan
	May–June
	30
	9th
	3rd

	Tammuz
	June–July
	29
	10th
	4th

	Ab
	July–Aug.
	30
	11th
	5th

	*Elul
	Aug.–Sept.
	29
	12th
	6th


