Temptation: The Two Adams Contrasted

The humanity and compassion of Jesus are repeatedly stressed in Luke’s Gospel. Luke gives the most complete account of Christ’s ancestry, birth, and development. He is the ideal Son of Man who identified with the sorrow and plight of sinful humanity in order to carry our sorrows and accomplish the work of salvation. Jesus alone fulfills the ideal of human perfection. This perfection is particularly demonstrated in Jesus’ response to temptation—where the first Adam failed, Jesus as the second Adam triumphed (4:1–13).

	Both Adam and Christ faced three aspects of temptation. Adam yielded, bringing upon humankind sin and death. Christ resisted, resulting in justification and life.



	1 John 2:16
	Genesis 3:6
First Adam
	Luke 4:1–13
Second Adam—Christ

	“the lust of the flesh”
	“the tree was good for food”
	“command this stone to become bread”

	“the lust of the eyes”
	“it was pleasant to the eyes”
	“the devil…showed Him all the kingdoms”

	“the pride of life”
	“a tree desirable to make one wise”
	“throw Yourself down from here”
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