Satan and Job’s Friends
Much of the discussion in the book of Job concerns the relationship between human faithful obedience and divine blessing. Both Satan and Job’s friends assume a direct correlation between the two—Satan argues that divine blessings elicit human obedience while Job’s friends contend that obedience earns God’s blessings and disobedience merits punishment. In contrast to these false views, the book of Job teaches that some sufferers are saints, that God is always worthy of the love and worship of His creation, whether or not He bestows blessings upon them, and that God always has a purpose in permitting suffering, though one may never fully comprehend it.
A Comparison of Satan’s Theology with That of Job’s Friends
	Satan
	Friends

	IF Job is blessed by God, THEN he will be faithful.
	IF Job is faithful, THEN he will be blessed.

	OR
	OR

	IF Job is not blessed by God, THEN he will be unfaithful.

(Satan accused God of bribing His followers.)
	IF Job is unfaithful, THEN he will be punished.


God’s Challenge to Job
The real answer to the problem of human suffering and divine sovereignty is found late in the book of Job, in the divine speeches (chs. 38–41). These speeches are sometimes misinterpreted, as if God merely bullies Job into submission without providing an answer. Job’s repentance is due to his recognition of God’s infinite greatness and of his own human finitude. A complete human explanation of the compatibility of divine sovereignty and goodness, and the existence of human suffering cannot be given because of the limitation of human knowledge and the true character and extent of God’s power over creation. But neither can it be demonstrated that the two are incompatible. Job finally finds rest in the realization that while God’s ways are sometimes incomprehensible, He can always be trusted.
	In the face of God’s fearful challenge, Job could only humble himself:

	God’s Challenge
	Job’s Response

	First, Job’s ignorance (38:1-40:2)

     •     He was absent at creation

     •     He cannot explain the forces of nature
	Job admits his ignorance and becomes silent (40:3–5)

	Second, Job’s frailty (40:6-41:34)

     •     He cannot overrule God’s ways

     •     He cannot control the forces of nature
	Job confesses his presumption and repents (42:2–6)
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