	Grace vs. the Law

	The Galatian believers, under pressure from Jewish legalists, were considering rejecting the gospel of grace and reverting back to dependence on the Mosaic law for salvation.  Paul wrote this letter to outline the dramatic differences between the two approaches to God. [See the book of Galatians]

	Grace …
	Law …

	· Is based on faith (2:16)
	· Is based on works (2:16) 

	· Justifies sinful men (2:16, 17).
	· Is incapable of resulting in justification (2:16; 3:11).

	· Begins and ends with Christ (2:20).
	· Makes Christ nothing (5:3).

	· Is the way of the Spirit (3:2, 3, 14).
	· Is the way of the flesh (3:3).

	· Is a “blessing” (3:14).
	· Is a “curse” (3:13).

	· Is God’s desired end for His people        (3:23-25)
	· Was intended to be only a means to an end (3:23-25).

	· Results in intimacy with Christ (3:27)
	· Results in estrangement from Christ    (5:4).

	· Makes one a son of God and an heir of Christ (4:6, 7).
	· Keeps one a slave (4:7)

	· Brings liberty (5:1).
	· Results in bondage (5:1).

	· Depends on the power of the Holy Spirit (5:16-18, 22, 23).
	· Depends on human effort (5:19-21)

	· Is motivated by love (5:13, 14).
	· Is motivated by pride (6:3, 13, 14).

	· Centers on the cross of Christ     (6:12-14)
	· Centers on circumcision              (5:11: 6:12-15).








