Two Covenants Compared

	THE OLD COVENANT
(Heb. 9:1–10)
	THE NEW COVENANT
(Heb. 9:11–28)

	Obsolete now that Christ has come (Heb. 8:13).
	A better covenant brought about by Christ (Heb. 7:19; 8:6–7).

	Originated at Mount Sinai (Gal. 4:24–25).
	Originated from the Jerusalem above (Gal. 4:26–27).

	Brought death and condemnation (2 Cor. 3:7–9).
	Brings life (Eph. 2:1–13).

	Impossible to obey perfectly because of human weakness and sin (Rom. 8:3).
	Fulfilled perfectly by Christ (Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25).

	Required annual atonement for sins (Heb. 9:7–8; 10:1–4).
	Removes sin once for all and cleanses the conscience (Heb. 9:12; 10:2, 22).

	Restricted access to God (Heb. 9:7–8).
	Opened access to God for all (Heb. 9:15–16).


Capital Punishment
As part of the covenant curses for disobedience, the Law of Moses prescribes the death penalty for a variety of serious offenses. These offenses constituted particularly gross violations of God’s covenant with His people. While such penalties may seem severe to modern men and women, they serve to underscore the high standard of conduct to which God’s people are called. Israel had received many rich blessings from God, and “to whom much is given, from him much will be required” (Luke 12:48).

Crimes Allowing the Death Penalty
	Crime
	Scripture Reference

	Premeditated Murder—Death Penalty Required.
	Exodus 21:12-14, 22, 23

	     Kidnapping
	Exodus 21:16; Deuteronomy 24:7

	     Striking or Cursing Parents
	Exodus 21:15; Leviticus 20:9; Proverbs 20:20; Matthew 15:4; Mark 7:10

	     Magic and Divination
	Exodus 22:18

	     Bestiality
	Exodus 22:19; Leviticus 20:15, 16

	     Sacrificing to False Gods
	Exodus 22:20

	     Profaning the Sabbath
	Exodus 35:2; Numbers 15:32-36

	     Offering Human Sacrifice
	Leviticus 20:2

	     Adultery
	Leviticus 20:10-21; Deuteronomy 22:22

	     Incest
	Leviticus 20:11, 12, 14

	     Homosexuality
	Leviticus 20:13

	     Blasphemy
	Leviticus 24:11-14, 16, 23

	     False Prophecy
	Deuteronomy 13:1-10

	Incorrigible Rebelliousness
	Deuteronomy 17:12; 21:18-21

	     Fornication
	Deuteronomy 22:20, 21

	     Rape of Betrothed Virgin
	Deuteronomy 22:23–27


