	The Powerful Name of Jesus

	     Using none of the sophisticated marketing strategies of today’s corporate giants, a small-town carpenter’s name managed to become a byword in the first-century world.  Why?  Because there was a power in His name.

     Jesus means “Jehovah (God) is salvation” or Jehovah delivers.”  Early Christians discovered just how true to His name Jesus was, In Acts 3 and 4, Luke records a sequence of events resembling a five-act drama, in which the name of Jesus features prominently. 

	The Five-Act Drama of Acts 3 and 4


	Act One, 3:1-10
	The lame man healed at the gate.
	The name of Jesus healed him (3:6).

	Act Two, 3:11-26
	Peter’s sermon identifies Jesus with the “I Am” of Israel’s history.  Jesus is Lord!
	Faith in the name of Jesus brings salvation (3:16, 26).

	Act Three, 4:1-12
	Peter and John imprisoned and tried.
	No other name but Jesus can be called on to bring salvation to all the earth (4:12).

	Act Four, 4:13-22
	Peter and John warned and released.
	Though opposed, the name of Jesus ring true – “God delivers” (4:18,21). 

	Act Five, 4:23-37
	The church responds by worshiping Jesus, caring for each other, and witnessing about Christ.
	Signs and wonders continue to be done through the name of Jesus (4:30).


	The Passover



	The Passover commemorated God’s deliverance of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, but it also pointed to the coming Deliverer and Savior of all people—Jesus Christ.  More specifically, the New Testament identifies the Passover lamb, the young lamb sacrificed in place of the family’s firstborn, as a type of the person and work of Jesus. (A type is a divinely ordained correspondence between a person, event, or institution and its antitype or fulfillment. Most biblical types are fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus.) 
Right at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, John the Baptist prophetically announced that Jesus was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Furthermore, Paul wrote that “Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). Finally, Peter identified Jesus as the “lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1:19). All these New Testament references allude to the Passover lamb.
The Passover lamb had to be (1) without blemish, (2) male, and (3) young. (4) It had to be examined (four days from the selection to the sacrifice) and (5) it had to be slain in public. (6) None of its bones were to be broken. Finally (7) its blood on the Israelites’ doorposts was a sign that God should pass over and not destroy that family’s firstborn (see 12:3–13, 46; Num. 9:12). In each particular, Jesus was the fulfillment of this divinely ordained type. Jesus was (1) sinless and perfect.
In His humanity, He was both (2) a male and (3) somewhat young when He was slain. (4) He lived a meticulously examined life. (5) He died publicly, and despite the brutality of His death, (6) none of His bones were broken (John 19:36). Finally (7) Jesus’ blood is the sign of Jesus’ death. Through Jesus’ death, we are saved from the coming judgment (Rom. 5:9; Eph. 2:13; Col. 1:14; Heb. 9:22; 10:19; 1 Pet. 1:2; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5; 7:14). Thus in all respects, Jesus fulfilled the divinely ordained prophetic picture. He is our Passover Lamb.




