	JESUS “I AM” Statements

Jesus “I am” statements would have particular significance to the first-century Jewish listener.  God had revealed Himself to Moses with a resounding “I AM” (Exodus 3:14) And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you.”  Now Jesus was using the same words to describe Himself. (John 4:26:  6:20:  13:19).  



	TITLE
	REF. (JOHN)
	CONTEXT
	SIGNIFICANCE

	“I am the bread of life.”
	6:35, 41, 48, 51
	After Jesus had fed the five thousand and the people wanted more free food.
	As bread sustains physical life, so Christ offers and sustains spiritual life.  The nourishment and satisfaction He offers are permanent.

	“I am the light of the world.”
	8:12
	During the Feast of Tabernacles.  At this feast a huge candelabra was lit in the women’s court of the temple.  It reminded the Israelites of the pillar of fire, which guided their ancestors during the wilderness wanderings.
	To a world stumbling about in the darkness of sin.  Christ offers Himself as a constant guide.  Light is also symbolic of holiness. 

	“I am the door of the sheep.”
	10: 7, 9
	During a discourse with Israel’s religious leaders in which Jesus in essence declared them to be unfit shepherds of the nation.
	Shepherds guided their flocks into stone enclosures each night to protect them.  These structures had no doors.  The shepherd would sit or lie in the opening to prevent predators from attacking.  Thus Jesus was describing His care and constant devotion to those who are His.

	“I am the good shepherd.”
	10:11,14
	Same as above
	Unlike hirelings who might run away and leave the flock unprotected.  Jesus is committed to caring for and keeping watch over His people.

	“I am the resurrection and the life.”
	11:25
	After Lazarus had died.
	Jesus is the Lord of all life and possesses the power to raise the dead.  Death is not the final word, for all who are in Christ will live forever.

	“I am the way, the truth, and the life.
	14:6
	When the disciples were confused about Jesus’ statements about heaven.
	Jesus is the one and only way to the Father.  He is the source of all truth and the source for all knowledge about God.  He offers to spiritually dead people the very life of God.

	“I am the true vine.” 
	15:1,5
	In the Upper Room Discourse on the night of His arrest.
	The OT contains many references to Israel as God’s vine (Ps. 80:8; Is 5:1-7: Ezek. 15: Hos. 10:1).  But because of the nation’s unfruitfulness.  Jesus came to fulfill God’s plan.  By attaching ourselves to Christ, we enable His life to flow in and through us.  Then we cannot help but bear fruit that will honor the Father.  In this metaphor, He is the Gardener.

	

	The Judgment Seat of Christ



	What does it involve?
	Only believers will appear before the judgment seat of Christ.  The “Great White Throne” judgment described in (Rev. 20:11-15) is for unbelievers.



	What is it?
	At his judgment seat.  Jesus will determine a believer’s faithfulness to Him and reward each person appropriately (I Cor. 3:11-15).  This will not be a determination of one’s eternal destiny:  that issue is decided the moment a person believes in Christ Jesus.



	Who will preside?
	The risen Christ.



	Where will it occur? 
	Heaven (II Cor. 5:8).



	When will it occur?
	The Scriptures do not specify when this will occur.  It is obviously at a time when all Christians are gathered in heaven.



	What is the nature of eternal rewards?
	Some commentators consider the various “crowns” mentioned in the NT as the rewards (I Cor. 9:25; II Tim. 4:8; James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:4; Rev. 2:10).  These will eventually be placed before the throne of God (Rev. 4:10).  Others point to the parable of the minas in Luke 19:11-27 and see the prospects of serving and ruling in eternity as being directly tied to our faithfulness on earth.  We do not know the exact nature of the “new heavens and new earth” or “the kingdom of God.”  But the Scriptures do seem to imply that eternity will involve serving and reigning (Matt. 25:21, 23; Rev. 22:3, 5). 



	Why is this doctrine significant?
	Knowing that in the future we will stand before Jesus Christ and face a review of our lives should motivate us to live righteously and faithfully in the present.



	How can we prepare for our eternal “audit”?
	Walk by faith, not by sight (II Cor. 5:7).  Develop a longing for heaven (II Cor. 5:8). Make it our chief aim in life to please the Lord (II Cor. 5:9).  Keep the judgment seat of Christ in view (II Cor. 5:10). 



	

	Jesus told the Pharisees…
	The Pharisees responded…

	I know where I came from and where I’m going

(John 8:14-18)
	You were born illegitimately (8:19)

	You do not know God (8:19)
	No response.

	You will die in your sin (8:21, 24).
	Who are You? (8:25)

	[My] truth will make you free (8:31, 32).
	We’ve never needed freedom (8:33).

	You are the slaves of sin (8:34-38)
	We are children of Abraham (8:39).

	You are murderers and liars, doing the deeds of your father (8:39-41).
	We are not illegitimate [like You]:  besides, God is our Father (8:41).

	Your father is the devil, a murderer and liar

(8:42-47).
	You’re nothing but a Samaritan and have a demon! (8:48).

	I have power even over death (8:49-51).
	Who do You think You are? (8:52-54).

	My Father honors Me [as His Son]:  but you are liars (8:54-56).
	You’re just a young upstart, yet You claim to have seen Abraham! (8:57).

	I AM (8:58: compare Gen. 17:1: Ex. 3:14).

Gen. 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord ﻿ ﻿appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am ﻿﻿Almighty God; ﻿﻿walk before Me and be ﻿﻿blameless.

Ex. 3:14  ﻿And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ﻿﻿‘I AM has sent me to you.﻿’


	They picked up stones to throw at Him (8:59).


	Would you be able to explain to someone where the Scriptures speak about Jesus, “beginning at Moses and all the Prophets” (Luke 24:27)? That’s what the Lord did with two of His disciples on the road to Emmaus.  He explained how the OT – the only inspired Scriptures in existence at that time – foretold His coming as the Messiah.

An entire list of the OT texts to which Jesus probably referred would be too lengthy to publish here.  But one book that He undoubtedly spent a lot of time on was Isaiah.  No other OT prophet made as many references to the coming Messiah as did Isaiah.  Notice his emphasis on the Messiah as a suffering servant, a role that Jesus fulfilled.
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	Isaiah’s Prophecy Fulfilled in Christ

	The Suffering Servant
	Jesus

	Would be widely rejected (Is. 53:1, 3)
	Jesus “came to His own, and His own did not receive Him” (John 1:11: compare John 12:37,38). 

	Would be disfigured by suffering (Is. 52:14: 53:2).
	Pilate had Jesus scourged (beaten):  Roman soldiers placed a crown of thorns on His head, struck Him on the head with a stick, and spat on Him (Mark 15:15, 17, 19).

	Would voluntarily accept the pain, suffering, and death that sinners deserve (Is. 53:7,8).
	As the Good Shepherd, Jesus laid down His life for His “sheep” (John 10:11; compare John 19:30).

	Would make atonement for sin through His blood

(Is. 52:15).
	Believers are redeemed and saved through the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19).

	Would take upon Himself the grief of human sin and sorrow (Is. 53:4,5)
	Jesus was “delivered up because of our offenses” (Rom. 4:25):  He “bore our sins in His own body on the tree,” and by His stripes we were healed (I Pet. 2:24, 25).

	Would die on behalf of “the iniquity [sin] of us all” (Is. 53:6,8).
	God made Jesus “who knew no sin to be sin for us” 

(II Cor. 5:21).

	Would die in order to make “intercession for the transgressors” (Is. 53:12)
	Jesus was crucified between two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left (Mark 15:27, 28: compare Luke 22:37).  More generally, He is the one “Mediator between God and men” ( I Tim. 2:5).

	Would be buried in a rich man’s tomb (Is. 53:9)
	Joseph of Arimathea placed the body of Jesus in his own new tomb (John 19:38-42).

	Would bring salvation to those who believed in Him

(Is. 53:10, 11).
	Jesus promised that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).  The early church proclaimed that same message (Acts 16:31).

	Would be “exalted and extolled and be very high” 

(Is. 52:13).
	God has “highly exalted [Jesus] and given Him the name” of Lord, to whom “every knee should bow” 

(Phil. 2:9-11).


	Facts About the Resurrection

	The resurrection of Christ was proclaimed eagerly by the early church.  This miracle was considered an essential part of the gospel message.  Surely Christ had died, but more importantly.  He had been raised.

More than just a suffering Savior, Jesus is our living Lord.  [See Book of I Corinthians]

	Facts


	I Corinthians



	Christ’s resurrection was prophesied in the OT Scriptures (Ps. 16:10)
	15:4

	The risen Christ appeared to more than five hundred witnesses, including Paul.
	15:5-8

	If Jesus did not rise from the dead, the gospel message is pointless, empty, and dishonest.  Jesus Christ would not be alive, interceding for us, and we would not be able to place our hope in a glorious future with Him.  The Resurrection is central to the gospel.
	15:14, 15

	According to Paul, “if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile:  you are still in your sins”

(15:17: Rom. 4:25).  Christ’s resurrection, not merely His death on the Cross, secured our justification.  His resurrection was a sign of God’s approval of Christ’s sacrifice for our sins.  In short, no Resurrection equals no forgiveness of sin.
	15:17-19

	The resurrection of Christ was designed to reveal what lies ahead for those who put their trust in Jesus (15:20-57).  Paul called Christ “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (15:20).  This OT image (Ex. 23:16-19) means that Christ serves as both an example and a guarantee of what we can expect.  Because He has conquered death (15:26, 27, 54-57), we need not fear death.  Because He now enjoys a glorified body, we also can expect to inherit a “spiritual body” (15:44-46) after this mortal one wears out.
	15:20-26

	Our dead, physical body will one day be resurrected.
	15:42

	We will once again be both material and immaterial beings, our soul being reunited with our resurrected body.
	15:43,44

	The power behind this marvelous, yet mysterious, event is Jesus, the self-declared “resurrection and the life” (John 11:25)
	15:45

	Our physical body will be altered and changed to prepare us for the life to come.  If Jesus is the prototype, we will still be recognizable, but our new body will be capable of supernatural activities (Luke 24:31, 36, 51).
	15:51-54

	Our resurrection will take place when Jesus returns (I Thess. 4:13-18).
	15:53


	The Majesty of Christ



	Hebrews is perhaps the greatest Christological book in the bible, giving us a detailed description of the attributes and accomplishments of Jesus Christ.  The following chart is a summary.  [See the book of Hebrews]

	Christ is …
	This means …

	Heir of all things (1:2)
	As God’s “firstborn” Son, Christ will inherit infinite glory and honor.

	The One through whom God made the worlds (1:2)
	Christ was the Agent who created the universe.

	The brightness of God’s glory (1:3)
	Christ reflects the majesty of God.

	The express image of His person (1:3)
	Christ is God made visible, in the flesh. 

	Upholding all things by the word of His power (1:3)
	Christ holds the universe together (Col. 1:17)

	Seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high (1:3)
	Christ is reigning and ruling with God the Father as Lord over all.

	Better than the angels (1:4)
	Christ is to be exalted more than the angels, no matter how glorious and awe-inspiring they are.

	Captain of our salvation (2:10)
	Christ is the founder of the effort to “bring many sons to glory” (5:9).

	The destroyer … of … the devil (2:14)
	In dying for our sins, Christ overcame our greatest enemies – death and the devil.

	A merciful and faithful High Priest (2:17)
	Christ brought the ultimate sacrifice before God – His own blood – so that we might have fellowship with God.

	Worthy of more glory than Moses (3:3)
	Unlike Moses, who was merely a servant in the house of God, Christ is the “Son over His own house” (3:6)

	A High Priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses (4:15)
	While on this earth, Jesus experienced the temptations and trials of living in a fallen world.  He understands the struggles we face and has compassion for us.

	Always alive to make intercession (7:25)
	Christ’s priesthood is eternal.  We will always have a perfect representative for us before the throne of God.

	Mediator of a better covenant (8:6)
	The old covenant with its earthly tabernacle and imperfect priests has been superseded by the sinless Christ.  He is our High Priest who is interceding for us before God in heaven.

	Our model for enduring hostility from sinners (12:2, 3)
	When we are discouraged, we can find strength and inspiration in Christ’s willingness to persevere.

	That great Shepherd of the sheep (13:20)
	Christ will care for us and lead us to our eternal home.


	Grace vs. the Law



	The Galatian believers, under pressure from Jewish legalists, were considering rejecting the gospel of grace and reverting back to dependence on the Mosaic law for salvation.  Paul wrote this letter to outline the dramatic differences between the two approaches to God. [See the book of Galatians]

	Grace …
	Law …

	· Is based on faith (2:16)
	· Is based on works (2:16) 

	· Justifies sinful men (2:16, 17).
	· Is incapable of resulting in justification (2:16; 3:11).

	· Begins and ends with Christ (2:20).
	· Makes Christ nothing (5:3).

	· Is the way of the Spirit (3:2, 3, 14).
	· Is the way of the flesh (3:3).

	· Is a “blessing” (3:14).
	· Is a “curse” (3:13).

	· Is God’s desired end for His people        (3:23-25)
	· Was intended to be only a means to an end (3:23-25).

	· Results in intimacy with Christ (3:27)
	· Results in estrangement from Christ    (5:4).

	· Makes one a son of God and an heir of Christ (4:6, 7).
	· Keeps one a slave (4:7)

	· Brings liberty (5:1).
	· Results in bondage (5:1).

	· Depends on the power of the Holy Spirit (5:16-18, 22, 23).
	· Depends on human effort (5:19-21)

	· Is motivated by love (5:13, 14).
	· Is motivated by pride (6:3, 13, 14).

	· Centers on the cross of Christ     (6:12-14)
	· Centers on circumcision              (5:11: 6:12-15).


	A Faithful Minister



	In his most autobiographical epistle.  Paul defends his ministry, giving us clear insights into the numerous difficulties he faced as a servant of Christ.

	Ref.
	Difficulties Paul Faced
	Paul’s Response

	1:3-7
	Tribulation, sufferings
	Turned to God for comfort

	1:8-11
	Life-threatening trouble  
	Trusted in God

	1:12-24
	Charges by his opponents that he was unreliable and untrustworthy
	Explained his pure motives for changing his itinerary and postponing his trip to Corinth

	2:1-4
	Emotional anguish over an unpleasant visit with the Corinthian church
	Express his great love

	2:5-12
	An unpleasant church discipline situation
	Urged forgiveness and comfort for the repentant sinner

	2:17: 4:2, 5
	Motives suspected
	Clarified his sincere motives

	4:7-5:11
	Trials, persecution, and pressure
	Persevered, clinging to the truth that Jesus was being manifested and God was being glorified.

	6:3-10
	Apostolic credentials questioned
	Recited his record of faithfulness in a wide variety of difficult circumstances

	7:2
	Allegations of misconduct
	Maintained innocence: stated his affection: pleased for a more loving response

	7:5-7
	Conflict, fear, and discouragement
	Found comfort in the arrival of Titus and in the news that the Corinthians care about his situation

	8:1-9:15
	Having to write about the uncomfortable subject of giving
	Cited the sterling example of the Macedonian Christians: courageously challenged the Corinthians to give

	10:9-11
	Criticism from the false apostles
	Refused to compare; sought the Lord’s commendation

	11:5-33
	Comparisons to the false apostles
	Set forth his long history of sacrificial service

	12:1-10
	A “thorn in the flesh”
	Prayed for the removal of this ongoing, unpleasant affliction: then realized it was God’s grace to him, forcing him to rely on God’s strength and not his own.
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