	Hypocrisy, Pharisees And The Law
The Words In Red

	Think not that I have come to destroy the law, or the prophets:  I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will in no way pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  Whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever will do and teach them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 1 
And one came to Jesus saying, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?  If you will enter into life, keep the commandments.  Which? Jesus said, Thou shall do no murder, Thou shall not commit adultery, Thou shall not steal, Thou shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother: and Thou shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The young man said, All these things have I kept from my youth up, what lack I yet?  Jesus said, If you will be perfect, go and sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven:  and come and follow me. 2

When one of the scribes heard them reasoning together he asked Jesus, “Which is the most important commandment of all”? And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord.  And you should love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength: this is the first and most important commandment.  And the second is similar, namely this, you should love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these. 3  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 4

The scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus, “Why do your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they don’t wash their hands when they eat.  But Jesus answered, Why do you transgress the commandment of God with your traditions? 5  You hypocrites, 6 you draw near to God with your mouth, and honor Him with your lips; but your heart is far from Him.  In vain you worship God, teaching the rules of men. 7
The Pharisees asked Jesus, “why do they do things on the Sabbath day which are not lawful?”  Jesus answered, Have you never read what David did, when he had need, and was hungry, he and they that were him?  How he went into the house of God and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat unless you
were a priest, and gave some to those that were with him?  The Sabbath was made for man, man wasn’t made for the Sabbath.  Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath. 8

It came to pass on another Sabbath, there was a man in the synagogue with a withered hand.  And Jesus said, Is it lawful on the Sabbath days to do good, or to do evil?  To save life or destroy it?  Then after looking upon them, he said to the man; Stretch forth your hand.  When he did, it was restored whole as the other.  But the scribes and Pharisees were filled with anger. 9

On another occasion, Jesus healed a bent over woman on the Sabbath.  And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus healed on the Sabbath and said to the people:  There are six days in which men ought to work: come and be healed on those days, but not on the Sabbath.  But Jesus answered, You hypocrite, does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?  And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?  And when Jesus said this, all his adversaries were ashamed and the people rejoiced for all the glorious things done by him. 10
Hypocrites love to pray standing where they can be seen by others.  When they fast, they disfigure their faces, so others will know they are fasting.  Truly, I tell you, they have their reward. 11  The Pharisees give you heavy burdens and lay them on your shoulders but won’t lift a finger to do them themselves.  Any works that they do, are done to be noticed by others and they love the prominent seats at feasts or in the synagogues and to be greeted in the market and called, Rabbi, Rabbi. 12
Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for you travel over land and sea to make a convert, then turn him into twice the child of hell you are.  You are fools, blind guides and hypocrites, for you tithe of even the smallest thing, but neglect weightier matters of the law, judgement, mercy and faith.  You should have done both.  You strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 13
The outside of your cup is clean, but within you, you are full of extortion, excess 14 and ravening wickedness. 15  Clean the inside first, that your outside may be clean also 14 and give alms of such things as you have and all things will be clean to you. 16  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which appear beautiful outwardly, but are full of dead mans bones, and all uncleanness within.  Outwardly you appear righteous to men, but within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.  14  you serpents, you generation of vipers, how can you escape the damnation of hell?  Behold, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes:  some of them you will kill and crucify, and some you will whip in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city:  That upon you, may come all the righteous blood shed upon he earth. 17
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 18  They lay aside the commandment of God, and obey the traditions of men, 19 making the word of God of no effect. 19  Every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted, will be rooted up. 21  Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, for you shut the kingdom of heaven in the faces men; neither do you go in yourselves, neither do you allow them to enter who are trying.  You hypocrites!  You take the homes of widows, then for a pretence, make long prayers:  therefore you will receive the greater damnation. 22
Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 23 
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