Dreams and Visions
In New Testament times, God often used dreams (when a person was asleep) and visions (when a person was awake) to make His will known. Particularly in the book of Acts, church leaders such as Peter and Paul received guidance through visions for future ministry.

	Personality
	Message of Dream
	Biblical Reference

	Joseph
	Three separate dreams:
	

	
	(1) assured of Mary’s purity
	Matt. 1:20

	
	(2) warned to flee to Egypt
	Matt. 2:13

	
	(3) told to return to Nazareth
	Matt. 2:19–23

	Wise men
	Warned of Herod’s plot against the baby Jesus
	Matt. 2:12

	VISIONS

	Personality
	Message of Vision
	Biblical Reference

	Paul
	Converted to Christianity in a blinding vision of Christ on the Damascus road
	Acts 9:3–9

	Ananias
	Instructed to minister to Saul in Damascus
	Acts 9:10–16

	Cornelius
	Instructed to ask Peter to come to Joppa
	Acts 10:3–6

	Peter
	Told to eat unclean animals—a message to accept the Gentiles
	Acts 10:9–18, 28

	Paul
	Beckoned to do missionary work in the province of Macedonia
	Acts 16:9

	Paul
	Assured of God’s presence in Corinth
	Acts 18:9, 10

	Paul
	Promised God’s presence during his trip to Rome
	Acts 23:11

	Paul
	Viewed the glories of the third heaven
	2 Cor. 12:1–4

	John
	Received series of visions of future
	Rev. 4:1–22:11




Peter and Paul Compared
In Acts 12:25, Luke’s literary attention turns from Peter to Paul, and from the predominantly Jewish-Christian church to the Gentile-Christian church. Paul’s status and role as a true Apostle is highlighted by the parallels between his ministry and Peter’s.

The Life of Paul
	Peter
	Paul

	Heals a man lame from birth (3:1-11)
	Heals a man lame from birth (14:8–18)

	Heals people by his shadow (3:15, 16)
	Heals people by handkerchiefs or aprons (19:11, 12)

	Success is a cause for Jewish jealousy (5:17)
	Success is a cause for Jewish jealousy (13:45)

	Confronts Simon, a sorcerer (8:9-24)
	Confronts Bar-Jesus, a sorcerer (13:6–11)

	Raises Tabitha (Dorcas) to life (9:36-41)
	Raises Eutychus to life (20:9–12)

	Is jailed and freed miraculously by God (12:3-19)
	Is jailed and freed miraculously by God (16:25–34)
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Paul’s Ministry
The second half of Acts is devoted almost exclusively to the ministry of the apostle Paul. Formerly a persecutor of the church, Saul, soon to be renamed Paul, was converted by a vision of the risen Christ on the road to Damascus (9:1–19). During the course of the three missionary journeys and the journey to captivity in Rome covered in Acts, Paul took the message of the gospel throughout much of the Roman Empire and even to its very heart—the city of Rome itself.

The Career of the Apostle Paul
	Origin:
	Tarsus in Cilicia (Acts 22:3)

Tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5)

	Training:
	Learned tentmaking (Acts 18:3)

Studied under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3)

	Early Religion:
	Hebrew and Pharisee (Phil. 3:5)

Persecuted Christians (Acts 8:1-3; Phil. 3:6)

	Salvation:
	Met the risen Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-8)

Received the infilling of the Holy Spirit on the street called Straight 

(Acts 9:17)

	Called to 

Missions:
	Church work at Antioch was instructed by the Holy Spirit to send out Paul to

the work (Acts 13:1-3) 

Carried the gospel to the Gentiles (Gal. 2:7–10)

	Roles:
	Spoke up for the church at Antioch at the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-35)

Opposed Peter (Gal. 2:11–21)

Disputed with Barnabas about John Mark (Acts 15:36-41)

	Achievements:
	Three extended missionary journeys (Acts 13–20) Founded numerous 

churches in Asia Minor, Greece and possibly Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28)

Wrote letters to numerous churches and various individuals which now make

up one-fourth of our New Testament

	End of Life:
	Following arrest in Jerusalem, was sent to Rome (Acts 21:27; 28:16–31)

According to Christian tradition, released from prison allowing further 

missionary work in Macedonia; rearrested, imprisoned again in Rome, and 

beheaded outside of the city




New Testament Journeys
The most famous traveler of the New Testament was the apostle Paul. The account of his journey to Rome in a Roman grain ship gives many insights into sea travel in New Testament times (Acts 27). Caught in a winter storm, the ship and its passengers ran aground on the island of Malta, or Melita, off the coast of Sicily. After three months and a break in the bad weather, they continued to Rome in a second ship which sailed from Alexandria, Egypt (Acts 28:11).

Other famous journeys of New Testament personalities include the following:

	Personality
	Description of Journey
	Biblical Reference

	Wise men
	From the East (Persia?) to Bethlehem to worship the newborn Jesus
	Matt. 2:1–12

	Joseph and Mary
	From Nazareth to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born
	Luke 2:4

	Mary, Joseph, and Jesus
	Fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s threat; returned to Nazareth after Herod’s death
	Matt. 2:13–23

	Philip
	From Jerusalem to Samaria to preach to the Samaritans;
	Acts 8:5

	
	from Samaria into the desert to witness to the Ethiopian eunuch;
	Acts 8:26

	
	from the desert to Caesarea
	Acts 8:40

	Paul
	From Jerusalem to Damascus to arrest the early Christians
	Acts 9

	Peter
	From Joppa to Caesarea to meet Cornelius and preach to the Gentiles
	Acts 10

	Barnabas
	From Jerusalem to Antioch to work with the gentile converts
	Acts 11:19–26

	Paul and Barnabas
	Paul’s first missionary tour from Antioch to numerous places, including the island of Cyprus and the cities of Attalia, Perga, Antioch of Pisidia, Inconium, Lystra, and Derbe
	Acts 13; 14

	Paul and Silas
	Paul’s second missionary tour from Antioch to numerous cities, including Tarsus, Troas, Neapolis, Philippi, Amphipolis,Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus
	Acts 15–18

	Paul
	Paul’s third missionary tour from Antioch to numerous cities; new locations visited on this tour included Assos, Mitylene, Miletus, Cos, Patara, Myra, and the island of Rhodes in the Aegean Sea off the coast of Asia Minor
	Acts 18–21


Paul’s Prison Experiences
Paul’s first lengthy imprisonment, recorded in Acts 21:27–28:31, resulted from false accusations by Jews in Jerusalem that Paul had brought a Gentile into the temple area (21:28, 29). Because he was a Roman citizen, Paul was offered protection by the Roman authorities from the Jerusalem mob and was transported under guard to Caesarea (23:11–35). After hearings before the Jewish Sanhedrin (22:30–23:10), the Roman governor Felix (24:1–21), the succeeding governor Festus (25:1–12), and King Agrippa (25:13–26:32), Paul was taken to Rome (27:1–28:16). The book of Acts closes with Paul under house arrest in Rome awaiting his hearing before the emperor (28:17–31).
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