	A Faithful Minister



	In his most autobiographical epistle.  Paul defends his ministry, giving us clear insights into the numerous difficulties he faced as a servant of Christ.

	Ref.
	Difficulties Paul Faced
	Paul’s Response

	1:3-7
	Tribulation, sufferings
	Turned to God for comfort

	1:8-11
	Life-threatening trouble  
	Trusted in God

	1:12-24
	Charges by his opponents that he was unreliable and untrustworthy
	Explained his pure motives for changing his itinerary and postponing his trip to Corinth

	2:1-4
	Emotional anguish over an unpleasant visit with the Corinthian church
	Express his great love

	2:5-12
	An unpleasant church discipline situation
	Urged forgiveness and comfort for the repentant sinner

	2:17: 4:2, 5
	Motives suspected
	Clarified his sincere motives

	4:7-5:11
	Trials, persecution, and pressure
	Persevered, clinging to the truth that Jesus was being manifested and God was being glorified.

	6:3-10
	Apostolic credentials questioned
	Recited his record of faithfulness in a wide variety of difficult circumstances

	7:2
	Allegations of misconduct
	Maintained innocence: stated his affection: pleased for a more loving response

	7:5-7
	Conflict, fear, and discouragement
	Found comfort in the arrival of Titus and in the news that the Corinthians care about his situation

	8:1-9:15
	Having to write about the uncomfortable subject of giving
	Cited the sterling example of the Macedonian Christians: courageously challenged the Corinthians to give

	10:9-11
	Criticism from the false apostles
	Refused to compare; sought the Lord’s commendation

	11:5-33
	Comparisons to the false apostles
	Set forth his long history of sacrificial service

	12:1-10
	A “thorn in the flesh”
	Prayed for the removal of this ongoing, unpleasant affliction: then realized it was God’s grace to him, forcing him to rely on God’s strength and not his own.








