	A Comparison of Moses and Joshua

	

	Joshua had the privilege and challenge of filling the shoes of Moses—the man whom the Lord knew face to face. As Moses’ assistant for many years, Joshua had watched Moses at work. With this preparation he led Israel in much the same way Moses did.

	

	
	MOSES
	JOSHUA

	Meaning of name
	Possibly “To Draw Forth”
	“Yahweh Saves”

	Greatest achievement
	Israel’s deliverer and lawgiver; first great prophet (Acts 7:37)
	Israel’s leader during the conquest of Canaan

	Family
	Son of Amram and Jochebed of the tribe of Levi
	Son of Nun of the tribe of Ephraim

	Early life
	Reared in Pharaoh’s household
	Reared in Egyptian slavery

	Vocations
	Shepherd; judge
	Military leader at Rephidim; personal aide of Moses (Ex. 24:13); one of the twelve spies sent to investigate the Promised Land (Num. 13)

	Similarities
	Took sandals off in the presence of God (Ex. 3:1–6)
	Took sandals off in the presence of the Commander (Josh. 5:13–15)

	
	Initially reluctant to lead
	Initially needed encouragement to lead

	
	Became Israel’s leader at around age 80 (Acts 7:23, 30)
	Became Israel’s leader at around age 80

	
	Led Israelites through the Red Sea
	Led Israelites through the Jordan River

	
	Interceded for the Israelites before God (Ex. 32:30–34)
	Interceded for the Israelites before God (Josh. 7:6–9)

	
	Exhorted Israel to obey God’s law (Deut. 30:15–20)
	Exhorted Israel to obey God’s law (Josh. 23:6–8)

	
	Delivered a challenging farewell address (Deut.)
	Delivered a challenging farewell address (Josh. 23)

	
	Called “the servant of the Lord” (Josh. 1:1)
	Called “the servant of the Lord” (Josh. 24:29)

	Length of life
	120 years
	110 years

	
	
	


